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and daughter Catie of Dixon. He leaves be-
hind his mother, Carmenza Brennan of Wood-
land, his father Javier Arroyave of New York,
and a loving circle of extended family.

Staff Sgt. Arroyave died serving the country
he loved, with comrades he loved and with the
love of his wife and family in his heart. Our
Nation is humbled and grateful for his sac-
rifice.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize Staff Sgt. Jimmy Arroyave,
who gave his life in service to our country.

———

COMMENDING SANTA MARIA HIGH
SCHOOL FOR RECEIVING THE
COLLEGE BOARD 2004 INSPIRA-
TION AWARD

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Ms. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an extraordinary accomplish-
ment by one of the Central Coast's finest edu-
cational institutions: Santa Maria High School
(SMHS).

| am delighted to report that SMHS will re-
ceive the College Board 2004 Inspiration
Award for its steadfast commitment to fos-
tering student success in one of America's
most socioeconomically challenged commu-
nities. To meet each student’s personal needs,
the staff has been deeply involved in devel-
oping a variety of innovative methods to reach
students and improve learning and success in
a diverse and dynamic setting. A distinguished
panel of Inspiration Award judges selected
Santa Maria High School based on the
school’'s success in increasing the number of
student’s preparation for college.

While many SMHS students are children of
migrant farm workers who never had the op-
portunity to graduate from high school, a “can-
do” attitude permeates the school. Santa
Maria’s 3,650 students learn in a facility de-
signed for 1,800. Despite the portable class-
room trailers used to accommodate the over-
flow, students and teachers go about their
business of learning and teaching with great
spirit and determination.

Mr. Speaker, historically this school had its
share of struggles, including poor achievement
and gang activity. The transformation of
SMHS began a decade ago. SMHS embarked
on an action plan that included career explo-
ration initiatives, the creation of a college cen-
ter, and partnerships with businesses and
community leaders.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, | have a personal
connection to this school. One of my legisla-
tive aides, a proud SMHS graduate, serves in
my Washington office and helps with the im-
portant issues of the 23rd Congressional Dis-
trict.

In closing, | want to affirm my support for
SMHS, and ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the school on its receipt of the
College Board 2004 Inspiration Award. This
Monday will be a very proud day in the beau-
tiful mosaic we call Santa Maria.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
SERVICE OF PAT TILLMAN

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the life and service of Pat Till-
man who was killed in action in Afghanistan
last week. Originally from San Jose, Pat Till-
man lived a life that exuded courage, loyalty
and hard work.

On the football field, Pat was a shining star.
Though undersized at his position, Pat always
excelled. After starring in football at Leland
High School, Pat went on to play football at
Arizona State University. As a 5-foot-10, 180-
pound linebacker at Arizona State University,
Pat was named Pac-10 Defensive Player of
the Year, a tremendous honor for an athlete
who succeeded on brains and heart. Though
proud of his award, he was even prouder of
his educational accomplishments. Pat earned
a degree in marketing in just 3%z years and
maintained a 3.84 GPA.

The Arizona Cardinals selected Pat in the
final round of the 1998 NFL draft. Pat re-
sponded by engaging in a rigorous exercise
program and adding 20 pounds of muscle to
his already solid frame. Pat spurned his critics
and became a starter during his first NFL sea-
son. In 2000, the St. Louis Rams tried to sign
him to a $9 million offer sheet and out of loy-
alty, Pat turned it down to stay in Phoenix for
less money.

It was Pat’'s deep loyalty that drove him to
do the unthinkable. Following the horrific at-
tacks of 9/11, Pat, returning from a honey-
moon announced that he was leaving the NFL
to join the Army Rangers. To enlist, Pat left
behind his new bride Marie and a $3.6 million
contract from the Arizona Cardinals.

Mr. Speaker, Pat Tillman was never about
the money or the bright light of fame. He was
a man who cared more about others more
than he cared about himself. Pat's physical
strength and talents were only overshadowed
by his love for country and personal integrity.
| have no doubts that when Pat Tillman died,
he did so trying to protect his fellow soldiers.

Mr. Speaker, Pat Tillman was a giant. He
was given a golden egg in the NFL and he
sacrificed it for a uniform and a flag. It is most
appropriate at this time that we honor him. Pat
was and will forever remain a true hero. He
upheld a standard of patriotism and courage
that we should all strive to achieve. On behalf
of the citizens of San Jose, | wish to express
my deepest sympathies to Pat's wife Marie,
his father Patrick Sr., his mother Mary and his
two brothers Kevin and Richard and the entire
Tillman family.

———

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY AND
ISRAEL MEMORIAL DAY

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to
join you in marking 56 years of Israel’'s inde-

pendence, 56 years of American-Israeli rela-
tions, and 56 years of lIsrael's continuing

E695

struggle for security and peace. We gather
here today to deliver a clear message—that in
these turbulent times—the government of the
United States and the American people stand
shoulder to shoulder with Israel, now and for-
ever.

Since 1948, Israel has persevered through
seemingly insurmountable challenges by draw-
ing upon the richness of Jewish tradition and
our love for life. In just over five decades,
Israel has risen from the ashes of the Holo-
caust and developed into one of the most
technologically advanced nations on earth. Its
population has increased ten-fold. It has es-
tablished a vibrant democracy that values
freedom, justice and human rights. Israel has
deepened economic, military and diplomatic
ties with America and Europe, but most re-
markably with nations like Turkey, India, Egypt
and Jordan. The ingenuity of the Israeli people
soared during the recent high-tech boom, with
more Israeli Internet startups and companies
on the NASDAQ per capita than any other
country in the world.

While Israel celebrates 56 years of freedom,
this freedom is unquestionably challenged by
ongoing incidents of terror and festering re-
gional threats. At this difficult time, it is clear
that the essential counterbalance to these
threats is America’s steadfast partnership with
Israel. This sentiment is shared by an over-
whelming majority of my colleagues in Con-
gress, where Israel is enjoying unprecedented
friendship and support.

In this post-9/11 world, the American and
Israeli people are forever linked. We under-
stand that terror knows no borders and cannot
be justified, qualified or ignored. We under-
stand that terrorism—in any form or supported
by any nation—must meet a swift, definitive
and unequivocal response. We know that in-
citement and hate pose the most significant
obstacles to peace, and we know that ter-
rorism incurs irreparable pain and loss.

On this Yom Ha'zikaron, our thoughts and
prayers turn to brave soldiers who have sac-
rificed their futures for that of Israel. Yet this
year, one cannot help but also think of the 960
innocent Israelis who have died since Sep-
tember 2000 in hundreds of terrorist attacks.
These are the victims of Israel's latest war,
where civilians—as opposed to soldiers—are
the prime targets.

Six years ago at the White House, | stood
alongside President Clinton and Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu at the signing of the Wye
River Accords. | hoped then that Israel was
embarking upon a new era of peace. Unfortu-
nately, since refusing Prime Minister Barak's
historic offer in January 2001, we have wit-
nessed a complete abdication of responsibility
on the part of Yasser Arafat, the deterioration
of the Palestinian Authority and a cynical at-
tempt by the Palestinians to use terror—as op-
posed to negotiations—as a means of achiev-
ing their political goals.

As a result, America must lead efforts with
Egypt, Jordan, Europe and others in the inter-
national community to build the capacity and
will of Palestinian anti-terror institutions so that
Israel is not forced to continue to act in self-
defense. America must also firmly support
Israel's construction of a security barrier be-
tween Jewish population centers and the West
Bank. That is why | traveled to the Hague in
the Netherlands two months ago—to oppose
the Palestinian case against Israel in the Inter-
national Court of Justice and voice my unwav-
ering support for Israel's right of selfdefense.
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